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Deepen Your Faith Today!

4407 Sano Street, Alexandria, VA 22312
703.658.4304 (local) or 800.877.5456

ndgs@christendom.edu
www.christendom.edu/grad

The Notre Dame Graduate School

Conveniently located at Queen of Apostles 
Parish in Alexandria, Christendom’s 
Graduate School offers:

~Master of Arts in Theological Studies
~Apostolic Catechetical Diploma
~Certificate Program
~Catechist Training
~Continuing Adult Education

Contact us today to find out more 
information or to schedule a classroom 
visit and meet our professors.

Convenient. Affordable. Faithful.
Spring 2008 Course Offerings

January 14 - May 3 

Philosophical Errors: Dr. Kristin Burns

Mariology: Fr. Rodger Hunter-Hall

The Book of Isaiah: Professor Salvatore Ciresi

Moral Theology: Fr. Paul deLadurantaye

Church History II: Fr. William Saunders

Intro. to Ecclesiastical Latin: Fr. Paul deLadurantaye

Christology: Sr. M. Timothy Prokes, F.S.E. 

Liturgy & Sacraments: Fr. Rodger Hunter-Hall

Eschatology: Sr. M. Timothy Prokes, F.S.E. 

New Testament: Professor Salvatore Ciresi

Catholic Social Teachings: Dr. William Luckey

Register for one of these classes today!
Tuition per course

Audit Fee: $315 
Matriculation Fee: $894

Senior Citizen Audit Fee: $220 
Catholic School Teacher & Catechist Audit: $220 

Vatican launches project 
highlighting link between 
Eucharist, priesthood.  

By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — With a letter to the 
world’s bishops and a 40-page illustrated 
brochure, the Vatican’s Congregation 

for the Clergy is encouraging eucharis-
tic adoration for the holiness of priests 
and is recruiting “spiritual mothers” to 
pray for priests and for vocations to the  
priesthood. 

The project, launched on the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, aims to highlight 
the link between the Eucharist and the 
priesthood as well as Mary’s special role 
as the mother of every priest, said a letter 
from the congregation’s top officials. 

Cardinal Claudio Hummes, congrega-

tion prefect, and Archbishop Mauro Pia-
cenza, congregation secretary, said that as 
part of a wider effort to address the chal-
lenges facing priests today, they wanted to 
promote perpetual eucharistic adoration 
“for the reparation of faults and sanctifica-
tion of priests.” 

But they also hoped to promote “a com-
mitment on the part of consecrated femi-
nine souls,” who, following the example of 
Mary, “might wish 
to spiritually adopt 
priests in order to 
help them with their 
self-offering, prayer 
and penance.” 

The letter asked 
bishops to promote 
in their dioceses 
“a movement of 
prayer,” centered on 
perpetual eucharistic adoration and in-
volving priests, religious and laypeople. 

They said they hoped that “a prayer of 
adoration, thanksgiving, praise, petition 
and reparation will be raised to God inces-
santly and from every corner of the earth.” 

The 40-page brochure, “Adoration, Rep-
aration, Spiritual Motherhood for Priests,” 
was focused specifically on encouraging 
women to pray for priests. 

“The vocation to be a spiritual mother 
for priests” is not well known enough and 
so it is seldom practiced, even though it is 

“fundamental and vitally important,” said 
the brochure, prepared by Archbishop  
Piacenza. 

All women, whether married or single 
or consecrated, can become spiritual 
mothers for priests, it said. The brochure 
ends with the story of the Mater Ecclesiae 
cloistered convent established by Pope 
John Paul II in the Vatican in 1994 as a 
center for contemplative nuns who would 

pray constantly for 
the pope and his 
ministry. 

“Through this 
initiative, John Paul 
II made a very clear 
statement to the 
whole world about 
the indispensable 
importance of si-
lent prayer and 

hidden sacrifice for our modern and hectic 
world,” it said. 

Benedictine Mother Maria Sofia Cic-
chetti, prioress of the Mater Ecclesiae 
community, is quoted in the brochure 
as saying: “We know that we have been 
called to become spiritual mothers in our 
silent and hidden life. Priests and semi-
narians have a privileged place as our 
spiritual sons, as do all of those who turn 
to us asking for support in their priestly 
life and ministry, in the trials and anxiet-
ies they encounter.”

‘Spiritual mothers’ recruited to pray for priests

On the Web
The letter & brochure are available:
In English:
www.clerus.org/clerus/dati/2007-12/07-
999999/Adoration_for_priests.pdf
In Spanish: 
www.clerus.org/clerus/dati/2007-12/10-
13/Adoracion.html. 


